
5th Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 7) - 1 Samuel 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49; Psalm 9:9-20; 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 - 24 June 2018 - A sermon given by The Rev. Peter A. Munson for the people of St. Ambrose Episcopal Church, Boulder, Colorado

Trusting God, Caring for Others
INTRODUCTION #1 

My wife shared on my Facebook page a few days ago a quote that said, “Every faith leader in this country should be standing before their communities this weekend and naming and condemning the atrocities happening to migrant families.  If yours isn’t, ask yourself why you should stay.” (John Pavlovitz)  

Our faith is supposed to usher in action, especially on behalf of the “least of these.”

Having said that, I want to say that I am not directly preaching about migrant families today, but I did write a meditation about welcoming children on Wednesday, and gave my reaction to families being split apart at the Mexico-U.S. border.  That meditation is on the St. Ambrose website and on the St. Ambrose Facebook page.  I also want to say that a number of people shared my St. Ambrose post, and when that happens, the message goes out to people in an exponential way.  When I last looked on Friday morning, my meditation had reached 667 people.  That is like the multiplication of the loaves and fish.  When everyone shares what they have, miracles happen!  If you see something that you like on the Saint Ambrose website, please share it with your friends.  Thank you!

INTRODUCTION #2

When I was living in the West Indies, I was one of two Americans who was a member of the Portsmouth Methodist Church in Portsmouth, Dominica.  The congregation had some favorite hymns that they sang regularly, and one of them was “Trust and Obey.”  I remember the refrain went like this:


Trust and obey


For there’s no other way


To be happy in Jesus


Than to trust and obey.

Now if by “obey” we mean that we should follow Jesus’ commandment to love one another as Jesus loves us, then we are getting to the core of my message today.

Trust in God.  Love and care for others.

We see these two themes in two of our lessons for today.

SITUATION - David and Goliath; The Boys in the Boat in Galilee

You know the details of the story of David and Goliath - the young shepherd boy and youngest son of Jesse vs. the giant who was almost 10 feet tall, who wore armor that weighed more than 125 pounds.  There is a comical part of the story where Saul gives David his helmet and his armor, and after staggering around for a minute or two, David takes it all off, “for he was not used to them.” In the end, Goliath gets knocked over by one stone slung from David’s sling shot, and then David finishes the job with Goliath’s own sword.  

But what is the key to the story?  Is is not David’s trust in the Lord, when all the rest of Israel’s army, including David’s three oldest brothers, are panicked at the sight of Goliath?  David shouts out to Goliath, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel... This very day the Lord will give you into my hand...”

As crazy as it looks for a shepherd boy to be facing this giant, he trusts in the Lord God.

We see this trust in God mirrored in Jesus, when he is asleep on a cushion in the stern of the boat at the very same time that the boat is being swamped from a great storm that arose on the Sea of Galilee.  And the fearing-for-their-lives disciples wake him up with a pointed question.  “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”

Do you not care about us, Jesus?

And Jesus wakes up, rebukes the wind and talks to the sea.  “Peace! Be still!”  And the wind stopped, and the surface of the lake became glassy.

In other words, he cared about them.

But he also had questions about their fear and their lack of faith.

COMPLICATION - Fear and apathy

What gets in the way of faith and trust?  Fear.  What is the opposite of love and caring? Apathy.

All of us experience fear - at varying times and at various levels.  I was on a small produce boat once in the West Indies, on an overnight journey from Dominica to Antigua, when the boat’s engine died.  I have had more close calls than that in the mountains of Colorado, above timberline in lightning storms.  Was I scared?  You bet!  One of those times I got separated from Zach and didn’t know where he was.  That was more than fear.  More like terror.  So I can relate to the panic that the disciples were going through.  That kind of fear can absolutely paralyze you, or set you running for your life.

Was I saying prayers during those times, asking for God to keep us safe, asking for God’’s protection, asking for God to pull me/us through?  You bet.  Even though I was scared out of my mind, I trusted that God was with me.  And somehow - each time - my life... and in the case of all the times I was with other people... their lives, too... were spared.

I attribute that to God and God alone. 

And apathy. Well... it seems to me that apathy is only a luxury that the highly privileged can afford.  If you live in a gated community or have financial resources that won’t quit, if you’ve never worried about being hungry, if you’ve never had to make the hard choice about fleeing your country because it’s not a safe place for your family, then you can have the luxury of not caring.  Then you can have the luxury of being totally absorbed in your own small bubble of a world.

But Jesus doesn’t give his followers that luxury.  He clearly says that our life is to be about love and service, and that the judgment of the nations will come down to whether we have fed the hungry or not, given a drink to the thirsty or not, visited the sick and those in prison or not, clothed the naked or not, welcomed the stranger - or not.

The God that we serve trusts us enough to care for others, to be an extension of his great compassion for all of creation.

NEW BEHAVIOR - Trust in God, Care for Others

It doesn’t work in the meter of the original hymn, but it is the right message.

Trust in the Lord God

Love and care for others - especially the downtrodden - in his name.

Trust and care

For there’s no other way

To be happy in Jesus

Than to trust and care.

CONCLUSION - At the end of our lives...

I don’t think any of us, at the end of our lives, are gong to say, “You know what?  I trusted too much in God!”  If anything, we are more apt to say, “Why didn’t I trust God more?”  And when we’re welcomed into the next life, we’re not going to hear Jesus say, “You cared too much!”  We might hear him say, “Do you remember the 24th of June back in 2018? Well, you missed an opportunity to love on that day. You walked right by someone in need, just as the priest and the Levite did in that story I told about the man who fell among robbers.”  Or we might hear him say, “You’re tired out from loving?  You’re tired out from caring?  You’ve got compassion fatigue? I get it. That is the only type of fatigue worth having!  Step on over. Enter into my joy.  Enter into my rest.  Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”

