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Coming to Jesus, Leaving the Rest Behind

INTRODUCTION - Overheard in the neighborhood:  “Politically Correct BS”

I was walking in my neighborhood on Friday morning, wondering if it was an unhealthy thing to do, since everything smelled like campfire (from all the fires in Colorado).  I was walking past some construction workers building a deck, and this is what I overheard: “This guy sold his house in San Francisco and moved to Avon. He couldn’t take the politically correct BS anymore.”  (He didn’t abbreviate BS.)

I chewed on that remark - and the smoky air - for the rest of my walk.

Here’s what I think.  There is politically correct BS on every side of the political divide.  There is Republican party politically correct BS. There is Democratic party politically correct BS. Since we don’t quite know were he fits, there is Donald Trump politically correct BS. And probably we wouldn’t refer to it (hopefully) as BS, but there is the politically correct doctrine of the Baptist Church, the PC doctrine of the Unitarian Church, the PC doctrine of the Presbyterian Church, the PC doctrine of the Episcopal Church, the PC doctrine of the Pentecostal Church, and so on. There is the PC doctrine of the oil and gas industry, the PC doctrine of environmental groups, the PC doctrine of the various political parties in other countries, too.

We now use “politically correct” as a pejorative phrase to describe any person or group that we want to dismiss.

SITUATION - The other way: Coming to Jesus

Ultimately, I’m not interested in waving the banner of any political party or any church or any nation as the be-all or end-all.  What I am interested in - from beginning to end - is Jesus wisdom and the Jesus way of living.

To be honest, I find that all my hope for the world, my hope for the United States, my hope for the solving of any huge issue or long-lasting crisis... rests in Jesus.  And I question the supposed “wisdom” of anyone who is listening way more to voices of the culture than they are seeking out the wisdom, compassion, and healing that originates in God.

And that brings me to the stories of Jairus and the hemorrhaging woman in today’s Gospel reading.  One man and one woman.  Both of them coming to Jesus. Both of them sensing that nothing else will do, that - somehow, some way - he, and he alone, is what they need.

Jairus is one of the leaders of a local synagogue and his 12-year-old daughter is dying.  He has heard enough about Jesus to come, fall at Jesus’ feet, and beg him to “Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” We are told that Jesus went with him, and, as he was going, a woman who had been hemorrhaging for 12 years - lets call her Faith - came up in the crowd and touched Jesus’ cloak, thinking, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.”  As she touches Jesus in that crowd, two things happened. Jesus felt the power that went from him to someone else. And the woman stopped bleeding, and she felt in her body that she was healed.  There was a conversation after Jesus stopped and the woman came forward and revealed herself. And Jesus said, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

Don’t we want to come to One with this kind of power and compassion, with this kind of wisdom and awareness? Can you think of someone else in this world who is superior to Jesus, that we should be going to? No? Me neither.

While Jesus is still speaking to Faith, some people from Jairus’ house show up and say to Jairus, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?”  Great question, in a way. But, given the faith Jairus expressed in Jesus earlier, where else will he turn? Jesus helps in a big way in this particular moment by jumping in and saying to Jairus, “Do not fear, only believe.” They continue on to Jairus’ house, arrive to a big commotion, and Jesus - of all things! - says, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.”  And all who were there laughed at him. Undeterred, Jesus kicks everyone out of the house except Jairus and the girl’s mother, walks in with Peter and James and John, takes the girl by the hand and commands her to get up.  And the girl got up.

COMPLICATION - Relying on our own power, our own wisdom

Jairus and Faith each made one really great decision. They both sought out Jesus when they needed help.  They didn’t know exactly what he would say or what he would do, but they knew that he had something that they needed! They knew that he was the best chance they had for something good to come out of their crisis and pain and desperation.

Here’s the biggest mistake that you and I tend to make: We either try to do things and “fix” things relying solely on our own wisdom or power, or we put too much faith in other people who are not seeking the wisdom and power of God.  

We get caught up in worldly wisdom, and we don’t seek out Jesus wisdom.

It’s a very good thing to be an activist, to work on behalf of your political party.  But if you’re not consistently seeking the wisdom of Jesus... if you are not asking questions like:

· What would Jesus do in this situation?
· What would he say?
· What questions would he ask?
· Who would he be with right now?
· How would he look more deeply into this issue or situation, and how would he listen?
· What would be going on in his heart, and how would he be a healing presence?
If you are not asking those kinds of questions - in the beginning, and the next day, and the next day, and every day after that, then you’re not only wasting your time, but you may be making things worse.

And, to start with these questions, wondering what Jesus would do, means that we must be doing the kind of prayer - each day - that involves listening and asking and more listening. It means we must keep reading scripture - especially the four Gospels - so that we know what Jesus taught, what he did, who he hung out with, how he evolved through learning, and how he prayed. We must keep worshiping God, keep hanging out with others who are seeking God - not as some elitist clique - but with humility, with a desire to be more like Jesus... with a desire to learn what it means to love every single person as Jesus loves us.

THE GOOD NEWS - Jesus is accessible, Jesus has a deeper wisdom

Here’s the good news: Jesus is still accessible!  And by that I mean this: His power, his wisdom, his guidance, is accessible to us, because God has given us the Holy Spirit.  What is required of us is that we stop our running around, stop with the spewing forth of our self-proclaimed wisdom for long enough to do what Jairus and Faith did. We need to come to Jesus, or - if you prefer how the Psalmist put it - we need to wait for the Lord.

“I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for for him; in his word is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for the morning...

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy.

With him there is plenteous redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.”





(Psalm 130:4-7, The Book of Common Prayer)

Coming to the Lord leads to us hearing a word of real wisdom. Coming to the Lord leads to mercy, healing, and forgiveness. Coming to the Lord changes us, so that we learn how to love even our enemies

NEW BEHAVIOR

Jesus said at one point, “... strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) - and all the other things that we seek would be given to us as well.

We strive for the kingdom of God and his righteous by coming to Jesus, getting to know Jesus, and following Jesus.  Our calling is not to be an admirer of Jesus, to say, “You know, Jesus was a really good teacher!” No, our calling is to follow him right into laying our lives down, so that God can give us new life - the life that we were meant to live.

It’s a different way than the way of the world.  It’s different than the Democratic way or the Republican way or the American way or the Episcopal way or the Colorado way or the Midwestern way or the Southern way or the East Coast or West Coast way.

It’s the way of Jesus, where we align ourselves with the wisdom, the love, the joy, the peace, the vulnerability, the courage and the power of Jesus.

It’s the only way that leads to the kingdom of God.

And I say that right now, we need the kingdom of God to emerge, more than ever.

CONCLUSION

Only one religion says that its key figure left his rightful place with God, willingly took on human flesh, gave up his life as an outpouring of love, and was given his life back again by God - never again to die - demonstrating the way in which we all should live.

There was a certain truth in the words of that deck-builder on Friday. There is a lot of politically correct BS all around us. And the common thread in all of it is that there is no real wisdom there, no wisdom from above.

I choose to seek out and follow Jesus.  Everything else, after Jesus, is a very distant second. I am thrilled that I have this daily opportunity, for without Jesus - well, let me put it this way. Without Jesus, I don’t think there is any hope for the world. On the other hand, when we come to Jesus, when we seek first the kingdom of God, all things are possible. 

God is present. Death has already been conquered. And healing and reconciliation abound, in Christ.

Why would we want to yoke ourselves to anyone or anything else?


