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From “Who is wrong?” to Traveling Lightly with Jesus
INTRODUCTION - HWM and the Munson children

I remember times when we Munson kids were being judgmental of somebody - I don’t remember the details now about who it was, and it doesn’t matter - my father would say something like, “All the world is queer but me and thee, and sometimes I wonder about thee.”  I googled those words the other day, and a similar quote is attributed to Robert Owen, a Scottish social reformer of the 1800’s:  “All the world is queer save me and thee, and even thou art a little queer.”

We tend to use the word queer in a different way these days, but my dad’s point was driven home.  Now, in 2017, I think of Jesus saying, “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3)  Perhaps my father had more in common with Jesus than I realized, when I was a lad of 10 or 15.

Earlier this week, when I read the first part of today’s Gospel, I thought of my dad’s quote (Owen’s quote?).

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” (Matthew 11:15-19)

It’s so easy to judge, so easy to be a critic, so easy to blame.

“John, you are too ascetic!  No eating of any good food? Locusts three times a day? Really?  No drinking?  You’re crazed!  You can’t be from God!  You’re wrong!”

By now we know what they said about Jesus, don’t we?  “Jesus, you eat with tax collectors and sinners!  And the stuff you eat!  And the drinking!  You’re a glutton, a drunkard, and unclean - all rolled into one!  You can’t be from God!  You’re wrong!”

Do you hear it?  “All the world is queer but me and thee, and sometimes I wonder about thee!”  
SITUATION - The gutless path

This is the path of the villain in the Karpman drama triangle.  Find out who is to blame!  Point to the one who is wrong.  Who is it?  Aha!  It’s Y-O-U!  

Your’e the reason that the world is so screwed up!  You’re too strict as a parent!  You’re too lenient as a parent!  You have no compassion!  You are just a bleeding heart; you want to give every a handout!  You’re car is a gas guzzler!  You ride your bicycles two abreast and impede traffic. Blah, blah, blah...

(Teddy Roosevelt quote from Brene Brown and Daring Greatly here?)

This path is so easy, my friends.  It’s so, so easy to get on the triangle. And I’m not talking about children; I’m talking about those of us who are called adults! Listen to just about any talk radio station, whether it’s on the left or the right.  Listen to much of our public discourse.  Listen to us - sometimes - right here in the church.

Who can I blame for lower church attendance?

Should I blame Flatirons?  Should I blame all the sports for children that now happen on Sunday mornings?  Should I blame people who work too much and don’t have the energy to do one more thing by the time Sunday morning rolls around?  Should I blame Colorado being just too damn beautiful, with way too many yummy opportunities for being outside?

Notice that this blaming path doesn’t require any courage, any vulnerability, and strength of character.  And it certainly is not the path of love.

COMPLICATION - Blaming is exhausting and heavy!

Here’s another thing:  All this blaming that we are so good at is exhausting, and when we engage in it we are carrying extra weight around.  Jesus said as much.

“You’re wrong!” (I sink lower.)  “You’re to blame!” (I’m more weighed down.)  “You’re wrong in what you do and in what you believe!” (I’m more tired, oh, I’m so tired...)

“Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

GOOD NEWS - Jesus offers the way of the yoke..

Jesus is offering us a very different path - not the way of blame, but the way of the yoke.

(Bob Craig got us started with some bad puns on Thursday morning... I’m not yoking about this...)

What is a yoke?  It’s a crosspiece put between two animals and attached to a plow, so that they can pull together... be that much more powerful... and do more work.

Jesus talks about his yoke and says that we should take his yoke upon ourselves, and learn from him.  When we yoke ourselves to him, he says we will learn about gentleness and humility of the heart, and find rest for our weary souls.  He says that his yoke is easy, and that his burden is light.

What is Jesus’ yoke?  Isn’t it the yoke of love and relationship?  Stay connected to God, to others, to yourself, to the planet, even to enemies... all with the intention to love.  There’s a burden to be carried, but Jesus says that it is a light one.  Part of the reason that it is light is that - in this way of moving through the world - we are yoked with Jesus!

When we stop looking for who is to blame and we yoke ourselves to Jesus and his mission of love, it’s like trading in a really heavy backpack for a light one.

Oh! Just try to love this person in front of me right now?  That’s it?  And you’re going to be right next to me as we go, helping me to plow up the ground of love?  You’re going to be whispering in my ear... “This person is the beloved of God, too.  I’m in this person also.  What you see on the surface isn’t the whole picture.  Look more deeply - below the hurt, below the sarcasm, below the anger, below the sadness, below the fear, underneath the arrogance, underneath the low self-esteem.  What do you see there?  Right!  Another child of God who wants to be loved, accepted, and feel like they have a purpose in this life.  This is another person - just like you!”

NEW BEHAVIOR

If you want to shift off the drama triangle of blame and victimhood, which is all about adrenaline and looking for who’s right and who’s wrong... which is exhausting and also the equivalent of carrying around an 80-pound pack with you wherever you go, then you have to open yourself up to this truth:

I am responsible for the life that I create.  I make choices all the time, related to how I see the world, how I move through the world, how I respond to others, whether or not I listen for the guidance of God in my life, etc.

I have the choice - each day - as to whether or not I choose to be yoked to the One who came to teach us how to love, who says that his yoke is light and that his burden is easy.

Hmmm.... going around looking for who is to blame - the Muslims?  Congress? President Trump? Democrats? Republicans? God? and throwing another brick in your backpack - or joining yourself to the One who is known as the Lamb of God, the Prince of Peace, the Everlasting Father, the Holy Comforter, the Everlasting Father... the one who promises that his burden is light.

Hmmm... which will you choose?

I choose Jesus!  And this week, I invite you to ponder these words from Jesus:  “Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

