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Attributes of God
INTRODUCTION 

It is Trinity Sunday, so I’m feeling led to talk about three attributes of God.  Here goes:

GOD AS CREATOR

I was able to get up into Glacier Gorge in Rocky Mountain National Park on Friday, and get a little break from the record 91 degrees in Denver.  There was trying to find a lake that I never got to due to losing the trail in the snow; there was a totally clear blue sky in the morning; there was post-holing and banging my knee into a huge boulder; there was meeting people from other states and taking a few pictures for them; there was listening to the water as it cascaded down from snowfields high up on the mountain and then eventually working its way into Mills Lake; there was a not-very-shy female elk eating 30 or 40 feet away; and there were brook trout succumbing to my red and gold Kastmaster lure.  Not bad for 5+ hours in Mother Nature!

Brook trout sport these incredible colors, and some you don’t notice at first until you take a closer look.  It’s easy to see the beautiful orange with the thin black and white stripes on the adipose fins (I looked it up) on the underside, toward the tail.  But if you look at the body carefully, interspersed among the pale yellowish-green spots are these tiny pink dots, surrounded by light blue rings.  Spectacularly beautiful!

We hear in today’s reading from Isaiah, in the midst of Isaiah’s up-close and powerful encounter with the “high and lofty” Lord:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The whole earth is full of his glory.  Elk, sky, mountains, cascading waterfalls, insects, brook trout, you, you, you, and you!

God is creator.  God is Source of all that is. And the creation reflects the glory of God... is filled with God’s glory.  I think it’s probably true that many people, who don’t think of themselves as religious, have plenty of religious experiences when in nature.  And they don’t have to go far away to get caught up. They can witness a bird or a bee or a butterfly or a fox in their own backyard, and be transported.  And what humans can pull off... playing an instrument, singing, painting, sculpting, speaking, cooking, building something, writing, making clothes, discovering galaxies and cures for disease.  Well, the whole earth is full of God’s glory, whether people recognize it as God’s glory or not.

I think it is the way many people encounter God for the first time - through creation.

This Creator God is the ground of all being, and when we get out into nature and really take a look... or, for that matter, if we really notice the person who is standing or sitting right next to us, or, for that matter, if we pay attention to our own breathing... we are grounded once again in the loving presence of God.

GOD AS BRINGER OF COMMUNION

God is also One who brings communion.  By that I mean, God brings people to himself for connection, for healing, for transformation, for meaning, for purpose.

Think of Isaiah for a moment.

Isaiah receives this amazing vision of the Lord sitting on a throne high in the temple, with the train of his robe filling the temple.  (Think of the Duchess of Sussex’s beautiful train at her wedding to Prince Harry just over a week ago, and multiply that by a million or so.)  When people have a close encounter with the Lord, they are overwhelmed.  Even if such a person is one of the best and most loving people in the world, there is still a sense of smallness, inadequacy, even uncleanness.  The holiness of God and the bright glory of God has a way of doing that.  (This can happen when you are out in the middle of a vast expanse of mountains and valleys, too.)  Isaiah realized that his lips were unclean, and so were the lips of the people of Israel. In The Message, we read, “Every word I’ve every spoken is tainted - blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the same way, using words that corrupt and desecrate.” (Isaiah 6:5)

And yet - the seraphs touch Isaiah’s mouth with a hot coal and say, “... your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” (Isaiah 6:7)  This is healing; this is restoration; this is communion - established or reestablished with God.

It is what our worship is designed to do.

We come together and are reminded that we are on holy ground, that God is with us, filling up our house of worship.  And the readings, the music, the prayers, the sermon, the offering, the blessing of the bread and wine, the words of institution - “Do this in remembrance of me.” - the partaking of the Body and Blood of our Lord, in faith, and the fellowship we have with one another are all designed to renew us, to bring us healing, to touch us - as we worship and praise God - with the reminder... on a heart and soul and bone level...  that God is with us and for us.

Do you ever head home after worship with a song in your heart and a sense that things are all right again, despite whatever might be going on in the world, and that you are ready to go out - on behalf of the Lord, as Isaiah was after his experience in the temple?

Good! That is how it should be.

GOD AS COMPASSION

The third attribute of God I want to talk about today is God’s compassion.  We touched on it last week in the lesson from Ezekiel 37.  Remember?  “O my people... O my people.” God’s tender heart AND action on behalf of his people.

God may be angry when his people oppress the poor and forget the widows and orphans, or when they drift away in pursuit of rival gods that have no power to heal and no power to give life.  But you and I know that God’s anger is very much related to God’s love, God’s compassion.  And God sends people out into the world to bring his love, light, and healing to the world.

We, like Isaiah, hear the voice of the Lord saying - right after we are touched and healed - “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”

And we say, with Isaiah, “Here am I; send me!”

We are children of God, Paul says to the Romans.  We did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but a spirit of adoption. (Romans 8:15)

I’m thinking of those times when - either as a child - or as an adult when you see a child raise his or her hand, and say, “Oh, oh! Pick me! Pick me!”

We’ve been picked!  We’ve been adopted by the One whose train fills the temple.  And being picked means we are sent out to love.  And remember:  God first came in the flesh, and showed us what this compassionate action looks like.

GOD, THE TRINITY

Sometimes when we talk about God as Trinity, we might say something like this:  God the Father is the Creator, the makes of all that is.  God the Son is the One who came so that we might be reconciled with the Father, and reconciled with one another.  God the Spirit is the One who gives us the power and the guidance and the fire to go love and serve others, in Jesus’s name.

But it is one God.  Father, Son, and Spirit are all the creative force behind all that is.  Father, Son, and Spirit are all about communion, and bringing people together, while God is in our midst.  Father, Son, and Spirit are all compassionate, and all nudge or push us out into the world.

CONCLUSION

God is Creator, God is the One who establishes communion, God is compassion.

And what about you?

You are made in the image and likeness of God.

How are you creator?  What creative projects are coming forth in your life, our of your connection with and love for God?

How are you creating and sustaining communion?  Who are you in communion with, and how do those connections make life better for you, and better for others?

How are you compassionate?  Who do you love?  Who do you “suffer with”?  With whom do you experience joy?  How does your life demonstrate that you are inextricably connected to everyone else in the world, because you know that all of us have been adopted... all of us are children of the Most High God?

Those tiny pink dots surrounded by the light blue rings on a brook trout are spectacular!

 You are spectacular, too! 

The whole earth is full of God’s glory.  

How can we acknowledge that, celebrate that, and go forth in the power of that truth - today, and always?


