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The Spirit Is IN You... to Bring You New Life!

INTRODUCTION - More NT signals new life

Have you noticed that during the Easter season, the first lesson that is read is NOT from the Old Testament - as is the case for much of the year -  but from the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament.  This is a signal to us... a cairn along the trail... a “Hey!  Pay attention!” from the folks who put together the Sunday Lectionary for the Church - for all three years as we move our way through the Bible (Years A, B, and C).

Here’s my summary of the message:  We are Easter people!  Jesus has been raised from the dead, death has been conquered, and we are given the Spirit of God to dwell within us - all of us, individually and collectively.  This is NEW LIFE IN CHRIST. Not the old life and the old covenant, before God took on human flesh and came to live among us.   Not the old life where the Spirit of God fell on particular leaders at a particular time for a particular purpose.  No!  The Spirit has been poured out on ALL flesh, and the apostles - guided and empowered by this Spirit - went out in all directions from Jerusalem to speak of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, and offer healing in his name.

It’s a new covenant and new life... a new way of being in the world... in community, empowered by the Spirit to love all.

SITUATION - What’s better than having Jesus available to be with you for 3 years?

So here’s a question:  What’s better than having Jesus available to be with you, teach you, and walk around with you for three years?  Okay, I grant you, those folks who got to do that were amazingly blessed, especially those who made the most of that opportunity.

But I suggest there is something even better than that.  It’s having the Spirit of God to be with you forever... to abide with you and be in you.

Listen to part of what Jesus said to his disciples, in what is usually referred to as his “Farewell Discourse” in John’s Gospel - the words Jesus shared with his disciples before he was arrested and killed.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” (John 14:15-17)

The word translated “Advocate” here is paracletos in Greek - Paraclete.  It has multiple meanings, all founded in someone who comes alongside.  A Paraclete can be sort of like your defense attorney, representing you before God.  But it also works to think of a Paraclete as a counselor, a helper. an encourager, a comforter, a doctor/healer, a teacher/guide/mentor, a social worker, a spiritual director, a co-laborer/fellow builder, and a the best possible kind of friend.  I think it works to think of any of those kind of folks as the Paraclete, as long as you remember that the teacher or the attorney or the friend or the healer or the spiritual director who is coming alongside of you is God!

This Paraclete... this Spirit of truth.... the Holy Spirit... this Spirit of Christ... this Third Person of the Trinity... has been given to abide with you and dwell within you.

This means, among many other things, that you and I have the deep Wisdom of God available to us. 

COMPLICATION - Trying to do life without God

And of course, there’s another option - in my opinion, a really lousy one, but definitely another option.  You and I can choose to live our lives as if this Spirit of God is not available to us, and that we are “on our own”... left to our own devices, our own wisdom, our own power, etc. 

This is the “It’s All Up to Me” approach to life.  It’s an option... a real option.  And it is the one that many people take.

But why take it when God is so generously making God’s self available to us... to come alongside of us and be in us, available to guide us and advocate for us and love us and encourage us - forever!

GOOD NEWS - A Third Way

So here’s one of the advantages of having the Spirit of God available to us.  Some refer to it as the “Third Way.”  Third Way wisdom is available to us; it is a wisdom that takes us beyond the polarities, divisiveness and limitations of our usual dualistic world.

Try on a few of these examples:

There is not just Republican and Democrat, but Spirit leading us to a deeper wisdom and compassion that surpasses what we are being offered as the wisdom of either of those parties.

There is not just Catholic and Protestant, or Christian and Muslim, or Christian and Jew, or Christian and Buddhist, but Spirit leading us to a deeper truth that transcends the truth that either of these tradition claims, making it possible for all to live in love and peace.

There is not just American and Russian, or American and Mexican, or American and ___________, but Spirit coming alongside of us to show us a deeper way that transcends any particular nation’s “rightness”. 

There is not not just a parent’s and a child’s perspective, or a teacher’s and a child’s perspective, or an employer’s and an employee’s perspective, but a Spirit-led one that honors each one’s position, wisdom, truth and beloved-ness.

There is not just Coloradan and Texan... Okay, you get the point.

NEW BEHAVIOR - Trusting the Spirit to guide you / guide us

The challenge for you and for me, I think, is to have faith in this Spirit that dwells within us... to want to access it... to trust in its presence, its power, and its goodness.  I’d like to leave you with some words from Richard Rohr.

“The life of faith is not at all “believing impossible things to be true”; actually, it is a much more vigilant path of learning how to rest in an Ultimate Love and how to rest in an Infinite Source.  On a very practical level, you will then be able to trust that you are being held and guided.

In fact, you can trust after awhile that almost everything is a kind of guidance - absolutely everything.

It’s actually your ability to trust that there is guidance available that allows it to show up as guidance! Amazing circular logic, I know, but don’t dismiss it until you’ve sincerely tried it.  I’m confident you’ll come to see it is true in the divine economy of things.

I warn you, though, that when your calculating mind moves into place, you’ll hear yourself appraising these profound moments of judgment: Oh, that’s just a coincidence.  That’s merely an accident.  It just happened.  Or, Blast, why did that happen? Or even, I wish I could change it.  Inside the Trinitarian life, you will begin to enjoy what some physicists now call “quantum entanglement” and what others call synchronicity, coincidence, or accident.

When you doubt even the possibility of such things, you’ve just stopped the flow!...

Please don’t hear me as adopting a fatalistic approach, as though you can’t work to change or improve your situation.  In fact it’s quite the contrary - you can.  But I am saying that what first comes to your heart and soul must be a yes and not a no, trust instead of resistance.  And when you can lead with your yeses, and allow yourself to see God in all moments, you’ll recognize that such energy is never wasted but always generates life and light.  The saints often called this trust in Divine Providence.”

· Richard Rohr, The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transformation, pp. 97-98

A couple of months ago our daughter mentioned to my wife and me that she would love it if we could come out and meet her students.  Julia was already scheduled to go with Hannah to New York City with another friend and her daughter over Hannah’s spring break, but I started thinking to myself.  “Huh, I’d love to go hang out with Hannah and her students for a couple of days.”  There was the nudge from Hannah, the nudge from Spirit, and Julia - who loves to play travel agent - got online and found a fare to Seattle and back for under $200.  And so 10 days ago, I trusted the Spirit, and flew to Washington, and slept on our daughter’s sleeper sofa, and hung out with Hannah and her 28 fourth-graders.  I got to grade papers, read to her class on both days, help students with research papers they were writing on their favorite animal, and cut out little flowers and circles so students could make these cute little paper bouquets for their moms for Mother’s Day.  I also got to know Hannah’s roommate a little better, got to know her boyfriend a little better, and met her principal and some of her fellow teachers.

Some folks’ wisdom would say, “Why would you want to hang out with 9- and 10-year-olds for two full days?  The wisdom of others would be, “You should take that trip with your wife!”  But Spirit wisdom said, “Go, Pete!  Just go and see Hannah in her element.  You get a chance to see your daughter in the classroom in her very first year of teaching?  Go, go... go now!”

And it was beautiful, and I am so thankful that I got to do it.... so thankful that I listened to the Spirit.

CONCLUSION

This Spirit is available to you, too, because it lives inside of you.  When you trust and say ‘yes” to Spirit, instead of resisting and saying ‘no”, amazing things happen, all of which are centered around love, light, peace, healing and joy.

What about it?  Will you open up to Spirit today, and discover new life?  Will you then share with us what happens to you, after you say ‘yes’?


