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It’s Time (Kairos) - Jesus Is Calling Us to Be Radical Followers

INTRODUCTION - Kairos

I know just enough Greek to be dangerous, which means I know almost none.  I do know that in Mark 1:15, where Jesus begins his ministry by saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news”, the word translated “time” there was “kairos” in the ancient Greek manuscripts.  The Greeks had two words for time:  chronos and kairos.  Chronos is a quantitative measure of time, from which we get our word chronology.  It is when something is going to happen, like a date on the calendar. Kairos is not that at all.  Kairos is qualitative in nature, and generally refers to “the right, critical, or opportune moment” for something to happen (see Wikipedia).  In the New Testament, the word kairos is used 86 times, and is always associated with the appointed time, with respect to the purposes of God.  A kairos time is when God acts in a transformational way in the life of a person, a community, a nation, or even in the world.

The time (kairos) was fulfilled when Jesus began his ministry, because God had shown up in the person of Jesus, to tell us that we were not alone... that help and yes, salvation, was available to all.

Have you ever had some kind of moment with God that was so powerful that you’ll never forget it, for that moment changed the very course or orientation of your life?  If so, that was a kairos moment.

Jesus came to change the trajectory of our lives - forever.  He came to bring you back to God, and to bring all people together.  And with the coming of Jesus, we who have made the vow to follow him have been given a mission.  The mission of the Episcopal Church, according to page 855 in The Book of Common Prayer, is ____________________.

Yes, Jesus’ coming to be among us was a whole 30 years of kairos, AND an opportune moment for all people, over all times and places.  Would people make the most of this kairos time or not?

SITUATION - Jesus’ temptation

Did you notice that before Jesus began his ministry, he was baptized by John in the Jordan River? (one kairos time)  And did you notice that the same Spirit that descended on him like a dove at his baptism - the very same Spirit - immediately drove him out into the wilderness for 40 days, where he was tempted (tested) by Satan, wild animals were his companions, and angels took care of him? (another kairos time)

He had to be baptized AND he had to go through this time of testing, before he began his ministry.  Matthew and Luke both say that he fasted for those 40 days.  This was no hanging out at Scott Carpenter Park or Washington Park or Moraine Park Campground in Rocky Mountain National Park with your cooler and Coleman stove and camper and hammock for 40 days.  This was no extended picnic.  This was a time of testing.

COMPLICATION - Our time of testing

I think we are being tested by Satan, the Evil One, right now.  Here are five things that I think that Satan says today, and the Lord is looking to see if we will succumb, or if we will cry out to him for help.

Message 1: 

Your rights are the most important thing.  They are more important than everything and everyone.  Who cares about the common good or the welfare of the community or the nation?  “I” and “me” and “mine” are the most important words in the English language.  Keep asking questions like, “What’s in it for me?  What do I get out of it?”  Keep saying things like, “This is my right, my constitutional right, and no one will ever take it away from me!” and “This is my money!  My home!... These are my guns!”

Message 2:

You are nothing.  You are just one person.  You are not wealthy, you are not powerful, you are not famous, you are not special.  Your vote doesn’t really matter.  Your voice doesn’t really matter.  Just focus on you and your family, and getting yours.  Your life is insignificant.  Don’t get yourself worked up.  You can’t do anything to effect change, anyway.

Message 3:

If you are healthy, and your spouse is healthy, and your children are healthy, and all of you are good citizens and contributing to society, then you have done well.  That’s all you need to do.  You have done a good job raising your family.  You’re good!

Message 4:

There shouldn’t be any suffering or heartache in your life.  There is no evil in the world.  Always take the path of least resistance.  Opt for comfort - in your home, in your job, in conversation, when it looks like there may be a conflict.  Avoid any discomfort and avoid any suffering - at all costs.  Then you will be happy.

Message 5:

If you do experience any pain or suffering in your life, then look for someone to blame.  Who is to blame for your pain, your suffering?  Someone caused it!  Either the government did, or your parents, or your spouse, or your ex-spouse, or your doctor, or God.  Just take a moment, and you will figure out who is to blame.  And then do everything you can to make that person pay.  Use words, use threats, use violence if you need to.  Any means is okay when it comes to getting revenge, getting payback.

A REMINDER FROM PAUL

We had a reading from Romans 14 recently, and Paul was writing about how to live with each other in Christian community, how to love and not judge.  Towards the end of the passage, he wrote this:  “... for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.” (Romans 14:23b)

Whatever does not proceed from faith - from faith in God, trust in God, the guidance you hear from God/Jesus/Spirit - is sin.

GOOD NEWS

Here’s my reminder to you of the good news:  God sent his Son - his beloved Son - to save us from ourselves... to call us home.  God is with us all the time - through everything that we go through - and God is for us and working on our behalf.  That is, God is working on behalf of ALL of us.

When you were born... when you were baptized... when you were bullied... when you were the bully... when you got your first job... when you got laid off from a job... when you were married... when you went through that terrible divorce and you were at the lowest you have ever been... when your parents died or your spouse died or your child died, and you had a new all-time low point in your life... when your heart broke again on Valentine’s day when 14 students and three adults were killed in Parkland, Florida... God was with you.  And God was feeling every single emotion that you were feeling.

And God - through Moses and the prophets, through Jesus and Paul and the Gospel writers - has taught us the truth, and has addressed all the lies told to us by the Father of Lies.  Here is the truth:

Good News 1:

You are much more than any combination of rights.  You are part of the body of Christ and a servant of Christ.  You have been entrusted with a way of life centered on loving and serving.  If your rights fit with that loving and serving, fine.  If they don’t, then the loving and serving take precedence.

Good News 2:

You are something special, because you are the beloved of God.  To quote Eugene H. Peterson from the message, God says of you what he said to Jesus at his baptism: “You are my Son [Daughter], chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.” (Mark 1:11)

Good News 3:

If your family is doing well, good!  Give thanks to the Lord, and be grateful for all your blessings and all the ways that the Lord has provided for you and guided you.  And... your love does not stop with your family.  Love your  neighbor as you love your own.  This is your great and high calling.

Good News 4:

There shouldn’t be any suffering or pain in your life?  We follow the Suffering Servant, who willingly took on torture, extreme pain, and death - out of love for the whole world.  When you suffer, God suffers with you.  And when others suffer, God asks us to suffer with them.  For when one part of God’s creation suffers, we are all impacted.  And similarly, when one part of God’s creation rejoices, we all join in the rejoicing.

Good News 5:

When we go through any kind of suffering, and we allow God in... when we cry out for God and ask God to save us... God comes.  Often God comes through the people who hear the nudge of God saying to them, “Go see Herb today.  Go see Amy.  Go ask Kirk about how the job search is going.  Go see how Beth is doing since little Benjamin lost his courageous battle for survival.”  Jesus says, “Come, follow me”, and shows us that the path of suffering is one of the main paths to transformation and new life.  Hear today’s words from 1 Peter:  “Christ suffered for sins once for all.... in order to bring you to God.” (1 Peter 3:18)

CONCLUSION

I believe this is another time of kairos for our world.  We need God as much as or more than we have ever needed God.  We need to be saved from ourselves.  We need help in overcoming the temptations being offered to us by the Father of Lies.  God is calling us to be radical followers of Jesus, so that we can enter into the way that leads to real life - filled with love, healing, reconciliation, forgiveness and joy.

This is the time when God is acting - in your life, in my life, in the life of our nation.  This is a kairos moment.  What is God asking you to do?  What is God asking you to receive... that you desperately need?  The time is fulfilled.  Repent - change your life - and believe in the good news that God is with us and for us... forever!

