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God and the Sanctity of Life

The Prologue to John’s Gospel (John 1:1-18) is a sermon unto itself.  You could put it up on your mirror or on your nightstand for 2018 - maybe both the NRSV and The Message versions side by side - and reflect on it all year long, and that would definitely be time well spent!

I want to point out one theme I see in the prologue, in addition to what Eugene H. Peterson refers to “The Life-Light” that is Christ.  I notice - throughout the 18 verses - that God’s giving... God’s generosity... God’s creativity... is front and center.  Let’s review:

· God gives us the Word, which is one way that God gives us God’s self

· All things came into being through the Word of God - what lavishness, what creativity, what an outpouring of generosity!

· God is the author of life - all life!  

· Not only that, God gives the Life-Light (cf. Peterson in The Message; see John 1:5, 7, 9, for example) - the True Light - which is God in the flesh and light for all people

· God brings light (and Light), which the darkness - the forces of evil - cannot overcome

· God sends people - people like Moses and John the Baptist - through whom God gives the law (Torah) and through whom God points to the True LIght

· God gives himself to the people of the world... takes on flesh and blood, to be with the people of God.  (Peterson:  “The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” - The Message, John 1:14)

· To those who believed that Jesus was who he claimed to be, God gave power for us to become children of God (Peterson: our “true selves”, our “child-of-God selves”)

· In Jesus Christ, God gives grace (gifts, favor, blessing upon blessing) and truth (deep knowing and understanding)

· Finally, what Jesus gives us is the knowledge of what God looks like.

SITUATION - Life is sacred!

What I hear throughout this prologue in John is that life is sacred - ALL LIFE, ALL OF CREATION.  Humans yes, but also animals, plants, fish, minerals, insects, water, gases, stars, planets, galaxies... everything that God has made and all that God has given life to is sacred... because God is holy!  This is why murder and killing is wrong.  Not because a country or state passes a law.  Killing is wrong because it is the taking of a life, and all of life is holy, because the One who gives life is holy.

And the Incarnation and the giving of the Holy Spirit are really big exclamation points on this truth - to drive home the point!  If God becomes human... if God takes on flesh and blood and walks the earth... then all of humanity is holy and the earth is holy.  

Jesus emphasizes this point when he says, “Truly I tell you, just as you have did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family [fed the hungry, gave a drink to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger, clothed the naked, visited the sick or those in prison], you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40)  And when the Pentecost event happens and the Spirit of God comes upon all believers... when the Spirit of God is given to dwell inside of us, to lead us into all truth... then again, that just adds to the truth of the sanctity of life.  Because if the Divine Spirit dwells within you and within me, we must be holy!  And it stands to reason that the Divine Spirit indwells all of creation.

COMPLICATION - We pause to confess that we haven’t treated life as holy

And so we pause at this moment and say that one of the ways we have sinned - as individuals and as a world - is that we have not always treated life as holy.  And I suggest to you that this is what happens when we squeeze God out of the world.

We kill one another, we rape and assault one another, we verbally and emotionally abuse one another, we demonize one another, we abuse the planet, we pollute the air, rivers and oceans, we throw trash out the window - we do these things because we do not see “the other” as holy, we do not see “the other” as being made of the very same stuff as us.  We just see it as “OTHER.”  And we don’t see God in the picture anywhere.  And so it becomes downright easy to curse at our neighbor, to assault with words or hands, to kill with hundreds of bullets in just a few seconds, or to act as if the earth is a garbage dump.

We have forgotten that life and all creation is holy.  We have forgotten it so completely that hardly anyone ever speaks anymore of the sanctity of life.

GOOD NEWS

But Moses and John spoke of the sanctity of life, and Jesus proclaimed himself to be the Light and the Life.  And so I stand here today - in the name of God, in the name of Jesus, in the name of Spirit - to remind you of this fundamental truth:

ALL LIFE.... INDEED - ALL OF CREATION - IS SACRED!

God felt so strongly about us and our lostness that God took on human form, to show us how to love... to show us what God looks like and how God loves.  And what we see in Jesus is that God loves as if everyone and everything is holy - because it is!  And even when the forces of darkness thought they had ended Jesus’ life, he rose again - because darkness cannot overcome the light, and because Love is the most powerful force in all of creation.  God is love.  And God is all about life and light and healing and all of creation iving together as one... with God in the midst of us.

Yes, the Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.  

And so it is that God claims and proclaims everything as holy and sacred.  And after Jesus left this earth, he was raised as the Christ, and then God sent God’s own Spirit to move into every neighborhood - the neighborhood of your body, the neighborhood of my body, and the neighborhood of All That Is and Ever Shall Be.

NEW BEHAVIOR - Behold!  Proclaim!  Treat all creation as holy!

We are being challenged this year to do at least three things:

1.  To behold the presence and generous giving of God - all over the place!

2.  To go back to proclaiming that every breathing thing and every inanimate thing created by God is sacred.

3.  To treat all human beings, all animals, and indeed all of creation as holy.  That means moving about each day in our world with love, respect, reverence, and honor.

Will you join me in doing these things in 2018?

Will you be on the lookout for the presence and generosity of God?

Will you be a voice for proclaiming life and all of creation as holy - in any way that you hear God calling you to do that?

Will you respect the dignity - and life - of every human being (cf. “Holy Baptism”, The Book of Common Prayer, p. 305), and respect and honor all of God’s creation?

CONCLUSION

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a Father’s only son, full of grace and truth... From his fullness we all have received, grace upon grace.” (John 1:14, 16)


