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We Work for (and with) God
INTRODUCTION - Your work

So here are a couple of questions for you:  What is your work? (whether you are paid to do it or not)  Who do you work for?

(wait for some answers)

On Tuesday, I was exchanging texts with some friends.  There was a question related to what we are avoiding, that if we faced it directly, how would we make a quantum leap in creativity and energy, so that we could move from “Little League” to the big leagues?  Kristie responded in part, “I now wake up daily and say out loud, “I work for God.”

I don’t hear people say things like this every day!  Kristie is not a pastor, in case you are wondering.  She is a doctor of Eastern medicine, who practices acupuncture and naturopathic healing.  She is also a Buddhist.  And she gets that she works for God, that she is co-creating with God - being  a channel for God as she works with her patients.

Kristie’s comment got me thinking (obviously, or I wouldn’t be telling you about it five days later).  Don’t we all work for God?  Or, if you prefer a slightly different question:  How would our work and our world be different if we all saw ourselves as working for - and with - God?  It doesn’t matter if you are paid for your “work” - if you are a stay-at-home mom or a stay-at-home dad... if you are retired... if you are a teacher or a nurse or a doctor or in IT or engineering... if you are some kind of therapist or administrative assistant or in finance... if you are a painter or in construction or a playwright or a scientist or your work is volunteering in a hospital or helping schoolchildren learn to read. What if it’s true that the person you really work for is God?

Habakkuk worked for God, helping to bring God’s word to the people of Judah in the 7th and 6th centuries B.C.E.  The Psalmist spoke of trusting in God, perhaps 300 years prior to that.  Paul and Timothy, along with Timothy’s mother and grandmother - Eunice and Lois - worked for God during the 1st century C.E.

COMPLICATION - So what?

Why does any of this matter?  Because sometimes you and I get caught up in a narrower way of thinking, where we think that we work for a company or a school or a church or a hospital, or even for ourselves. 

But that perspective doesn’t go far enough, especially if that perspective leads us to thinking either a) I’m only doing what my bosses and/or the company tell me to do, or b) I’m all alone here, working for myself and making all these big decisions by myself. Saying that I work for myself or I work for a paycheck or I work so that I can provide for my family may all be true in some way, but there’s a whole different light shed on all of it if we believe that God is involved, and that God is the One we are really working with and for.

For one thing, that means that the work I am called to do originates in what God is asking me to do.

This idea of calling is prominent in Scripture.  You see it all over the place, from Abraham and Sarah to Moses to David to Esther to the prophets to Mary and Joseph to the 12 apostles to Paul and Timothy and all the rest of them.

In his 2nd letter to Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy that we have been saved and called with a holy calling, “not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace.”  In that calling - founding in God’s purposes - we rely on the power of God.  And then Paul says something that should probably blow us away:  “This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began...” (2 Timothy 1:9b)  The grace that is Christ Jesus was intended for us before universes were even created!  So we live “in Christ” and any work we do is intended to be for God... for God’s purposes... for God’s kingdom.

Your work is a vocation, which has its root in the word “call”.  It’s the work you are called to do... by God.

To say that in a different way, in a Jesus-type way (according to Luke 17), there’s a work that you and I ought to be doing, simply because God - who gives us life and loves us and empowers us - has asked us to do it.  The foundation of this work is, of course, love.

I don’t get why Jesus says if we are doing what we are supposed to be doing, we should refer to ourselves as “worthless slaves.”  As several of your peers said in Lectio on Thursday, when we do the work we ought to do... the work we feel directed by God to do... we don’t feel worthless at all.  We feel satisfied... content.  We are happy that we have made a meaningful contribution.

But I think the deeper point that Jesus is making is this:  If we call Jesus our Master and Savior and Lord, then let’s remember that He is the one we are working for!  We give Him the authority to direct our work.

GOOD NEWS - Working in the harvest

As Jesus said elsewhere, we are being sent out into God’s harvest... God’s vineyard.  There’s plenty of work for us to do, but it’s intended to be meaningful, joyful work.  And we don’t do the work alone.  We do it - guided and empowered by God.  God trusts us enough to give us this work to do.  And God really expects that we will trust in Him.

The apostles said to Jesus, “Increase our faith!”  As David Cartwright pointed out on Thursday, Jesus didn’t say, “Okay - here!  I give you more faith!”  No.  In effect he said, “It’s your responsibility to have faith.  In fact, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed...”, you’ll do crazy things with this mulberry tree, and you’ll do amazing things in the world - exactly because you are putting your faith in God’s presence, God’s power, and God’s wisdom.

If you read carefully what Paul is saying to Timothy, it’s the same message:  Trust in God!  Rely on God’s power!  You have the Holy Spirit within you.  God does not give us a spirit of cowardice, “but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)

NEW BEHAVIOR

So, this is what God is saying to us today:

1.  Remember that it is Me - God - that you are working for!  Not a company... not yourself... God!

This leads to....

2.  If I am your Lord and Master, then listen for my voice and my commands, which will have a lot to do with the work you most want to be doing anyway!

3.  Once you know what the work is that I am asking you to do, do it!  I will take the little bit of faith that you have, and if you totally trust in me, watch out!  For you and I are going to do amazing and astonishing things together - just like all those other people in the Bible did, when they trusted in me.

CONCLUSION - Psalm 37

I don’t know if we can end in any better way than quoting Psalm 37:

“Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and feed on its riches.

  Take delight in the Lord, and he shall give you your heart’s desire.

  Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, and he will bring it to pass.”


(Psalm 37:3-5, The Book of Common Prayer)

In all that you do, work for the Lord and trust in Him.  Everything else will then fall into place.  Waking up each day and saying, out loud, “I work for God,” will propel you from Little League to the big leagues.  I’m sure of it.


