
3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (Proper 5) - 1 Samuel 8:4-20; 11:14-15; Psalm 138; 

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35

The “Sweet Spot” Re: Doing the Will of God
INTRODUCTION - Jesus and Doing the Will of God

There is the little interaction at the end of today’s Gospel lesson between Jesus, the crowd gathered around him, and members of Jesus’ family who were outside asking (or searching) for him.  Jesus replies, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”  Then he looked at those who sat around him and said, “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:33-35)

According to Jesus, we are his brothers and sisters if we do the will of God.

I am reminded of Frederick Buechner’s writing about vocation - my favorite quote on the subject.  Here it is:

IT COMES FROM the Latin vocare, to call, and means the work a man [person] is called to by God.  

There are all different kinds of voices calling you to all different kinds of work, and the problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than of Society, say, or the Super-ego, or Self-Interest.  

By and large a good rule for finding out is this. The kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of work (a) that you need most to do and (b) that the world most needs to have done. If you really get a kick out of your work, you've presumably met requirement (a), but if your work is writing TV deodorant commercials, the chances are you've missed requirement (b). On the other hand, if your work is being a doctor in a leper colony, you have probably met requirement (b), but if most of the time you're bored and depressed by it, the chances are you have not only bypassed (a) but probably aren't helping your patients much either. 

Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do. The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet. 

- Originally published in Wishful Thinking
That last line is a great summary: “The place God calls you is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”

Perhaps we could make a little diagram with four quadrants:
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THE SECRET TO A LIFE WELL-LIVED

I believe that the key to having an enjoyable life, a meaningful life, a purposeful life, is to find this “sweet spot” when it comes to vocation - this place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.

There is a lot of leeway, a lot of latitude on both sides - with respect to what brings someone deep gladness AND with respect to the various ways in which the world is deeply hungry.

My guess is that your passion and deep gladness does not involve walking across the country, speaking and preaching and writing along the way, lodging with some people you have never met before, and raising money for organizations that provide a stable present and a brighter future for children.

But you have something that brings you deep gladness, and that something intersects with something that the world really needs.  There is a dream there, a vocation there - one that is God-inspired, and one that will make your heart sing.

WHERE ARE YOU WITH YOUR VOCATION / DREAM?

Where are you with your vocation right now?  Or, where are you with a current dream - one that may be the latest “vocation within the vocation”... the next step of your calling?

When you look at these four quadrants, where are you?

Are you living in the sweet spot of vocation?

Are you loving what you are doing but you don’t see how it has any positive benefit for the world?

Are you doing something “really worthwhile”, but you have no energy or joy for the project?

Are you bored and depressed by what you do and you don’t see any positive “kingdom impact” in what you are doing, either?

Or... have you received a calling that you sense will put you right in the sweet spot, and you have not stepped into it - for some reason?

Or, to one of Buechner’s earlier points, are you having difficulty distinguishing the call of God from all the other voices that are out there?

THERE IS WORK TO BE DONE!

There is work to be done, my friends - important work, aligned-with-the-will-of-God work, “deep gladness” work (which means fun and joyful work!), addressing-the-needs-of-the-world work.  

There is another way to say this.  God is calling into existence a community of dreamers, bent on doing good deeds on behalf of the kingdom of God - work where each person finds meaning, joy, and purpose.

When someone has this sense of vocation, this sense of purpose, this sense of working on a dream that motivates them because they enjoy it AND they know it is of service to others, then they have something that makes them eager to get up every morning.  And it doesn’t matter what else is going on in the world that sounds or feels crazy - they will not be derailed.

CONCLUSION

So... I know it is summertime.  I know it is the season for vacations, renewal, fun, road trips, picnics, concerts, being with friends, going to swimming pools or beaches, camping, and all of those kind of things.  And that’s great!  Do those things!  

And... when you have a spare moment... when you have some extra time off... think about where you are with your vocation.

Because when all is right with your vocation, you and God are an unstoppable force! You will be traveling - or sailing - through the world, as a brother or sister of Christ.


