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Six Perspectives on LIfe... and a Miracle!

INTRODUCTION - Different viewpoints...

In today’s Gospel story about Jesus healing a man who had been blind from birth, we see different perspectives that human beings can have about life.  These are perspectives that are still common today.  In that sense, this is a timeless story... one in which we can surely find ourselves.  So let’s pause and identify what the various perspectives are.

The Perspective of the Disciples
The story begins with the disciples asking Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

This was actually a view that was quite common at the time, and can still be encountered in our world today.  Who is to blame?  Something is “wrong” here, so who did something wrong?  Who can we identify as the culprit?  To whom can we point and say, “Ha!  It was you!  You are the one responsible!”

Wanting to blame is a huge, everyday phenomenon in our world. Need I say more?

The Perspective of the Neighbors
After the blind man receives his sight, we get the various perspectives of the neighbors.  They include:

· disbelief - “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?... No, but it is someone like him.”
· belief - “It is he.”
· Wanting to know how - “Then how were your eyes opened?”
· Wanting to know who - “Where is he?”
· Generally, confusion - not quite knowing what to make of what has happened
The Perspective of the Parents
We are told that the parents are afraid of the Pharisees, since they had decided that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.

I imagine fear - and fear affecting our perspective - is something to which we all can relate.  And notice what fear does, in this particular case.  It keeps them - at least in these initial moments - from celebrating the miracle of their son seeing!

Their son who has been blind from birth!  Rather than jumping up and down, and saying, “Yes, this is our son!  Isn’t it amazing!  Wow!  What a miracle!”, they tell the Pharisees, in effect, to leave them alone and go talk to their son about what happened.

The Perspectives of the Pharisees
What about the Pharisees? Well, they are not totally of one mind.  John tells us they were divided between those state unequivocally that Jesus is a sinner because he healed on the sabbath, and those who ask, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”  (There is a hint of opening up to new possibilities.)  Mostly though, they are portrayed as:

· unbelieving - they don’t believe the formerly blind man when he tells them he was born blind
· rigid - Jesus is a sinner because he healed on the sabbath.
· obsessed with the “how”... the details - “How did he open your eyes?”
· suspicious - “... as for this man [Jesus], we do not know where he comes from.”
· highly judgmental - “You were born entirely in sins...”
· Arrogant and unteachable - “... and you are trying to teach us?”
· not really open or curious
· serious and not able to celebrate a miracle
The Perspective of the Blind/Formerly Blind Man
The short summary of the blind man/newly sighted man’s perspective might be... refreshing!

· He allows Jesus, a total stranger, to come up to him and spread mud on his eyes - a level of openness and humility
· He obeys Jesus when he is told to go wash in the pool of Siloam.
· He speaks the simple, unadorned truth - not once, but several times.
· I am the man [who was blind]
· He put mud on my eyes, I washed, now I see.
· “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
· “If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
· “Lord, I believe.”
· Doesn’t add judgments to his story, such as “I guess he is a sinner because he healed me on the sabbath.”
· Brave - in standing up to the Pharisees, and giving his testimony
· Open to learning... open to a new orientation of his life to God
The Perspective of Jesus
And then there are the various perspectives of Jesus:

· He isn’t a slave to the wisdom of his day, including the religious wisdom:
· Someone sinned if a person was born blind
· It is a sin to heal someone on the sabbath
· Let’s reveal God’s works! - Point to the breakthroughs of God
· While I am here, I am the light of the world.
· Sees and brings healing to the suffering and the marginalized
· Asks if the healed man believes in a power greater than himself - encourages others to have faith
A FEW QUESTIONS TO TAKE WITH US TODAY

So we see that these are some of the perspectives that we can have toward life, and the presence of God among us:

· Who is to blame for the things that are wrong?
· Disbelief and confusion - That didn’t really happen.  You didn’t really change. Or did you?
· Missing the forest for the trees - Getting so obsessed with how something happened that we don’t celebrate that it happened.
· Fear overriding our ability to celebrate the good things and miracles of life
· Arrogance - I know and you don’t; I’m better than you, so why would I listen to you?
· Rigid, and too serious to celebrate
· Open to learning and transformation
· Speaking the simple truth, without embellishment
· Open to faith
· Actively pointing to the good works of God
· Seeking opportunities to bring healing and new life
· Encouraging others to faith in God
After examining these various perspectives, it seems to me that we are left with a number of questions to ponder.

Which of these perspectives on life is closest to yours?

Which perspective is most faithful?  Most loving?  Most able to receive grace and blessings from God and others?  Most able to experience joy?

What is your take-away from John 9... for your life?

· How are you blind?
· How have you been healed by God?
· How does your perspective impact your life?
Are there changes in your perspective that you hear God asking you to make?  If so, what one action step can you take this week that will lead you to fully embracing that new perspective?


