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What Will God Birth in You in 2017?

INTRODUCTION - Mary’s “yes”, and a child is born for us...

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

“... I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10b-11)

A child has been born for us... for the whole world.  God in the flesh - Emmanuel.  This world-changing event began with God sending an angel named Gabriel to a woman named Mary, to see if Mary would be a willing participant in God’s plan.  And Mary said yes!  Well, according to Luke, she said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38)  Mary said “yes” to God’s initiative, and look what was set in motion!

WONDERING...

I wonder if you and I are like Mary - not that we are being asked to give birth to the Savior of the world.  That was a very specific yes to a very specific plan.

Still, I wonder if we are like Mary.

I wonder if we are willing to have God be born anew in us.

I wonder if we hear something... some message from God that is coming through to us somehow... from God directly, or from the holy angels, or perhaps it is even coming to us from another person in our lives.

Yes, I wonder if God is calling us to do something... something important for us, something important for the world.

I wonder what would unfold if we said “yes” to that message.

I wonder who would show up - again, as part of God’s plan - to support us in acting upon that message.

How would the Holy Spirit - residing and active in you - show up in support?

Who would be the equivalent of Joseph?  The innkeeper?  The shepherds?  The magi?  Who will be the various people - perhaps a whole throng of them! - who will show up with gifts and appreciation and support, as you step out in faith... in obedience to the heavenly message?

I wonder if you trust that God will send you everything you need - probably not in one fell swoop, but one day at a time - to support you as you put your “yes” to God into action?

I also wonder who might be threatened by your “yes” to God’s plan?  (Perhaps you wonder this, too, but here’s a word of advice:  Let your faith be bigger than your fear.)

Yes, I wonder who might be threatened, who might think you’re nuts, who might think you are “not being practical” if you say “yes” to the message?

I also wonder this:  Who do you trust the most?  The very most?  I wonder if you trust that quiet but incessant message coming to you from God, or if you are more influenced by the people around you who have the loudest voices, who think, perhaps, that they know - better than you - what you should do.

Yes, I wonder if you are willing to give birth to something new in 2017, something that aligns with what God wants to birth in you - for your good, and for the good of the world.

I wonder - right this moment - if you know what that thing is... what that new birth looks like.  Do you have a pretty clear idea?  Is it so clear, in fact, that you could tell someone about it right now, and do that rather coherently?  Is it so clear that you can say to God, “Okay, God.  I hear you already!  You don’t have to say it again!  I get it!”

And, if what God wants you to do is not that clear, I wonder if you are willing to spend the time it takes to listen... and listen... and listen some more, until it IS clear.  Here’s another way to ask that:  No matter what has happened in your life up until this point, are you ready for God to do something new in your life - in you... and through you?  Are you willing to become a new creation - someone in whom God is working in amazing and astonishing ways?  (Those are two New Testament words, by the way, to describe what happens when God is at work:  People are regularly amazed and astonished.)

GOOD NEWS

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.

As amazing as that is... as world-changing as this good news of great joy is for all the people... that is not the end of the story.

For you see, God wants to birth something new in you and in me.

Not only that, when you and I say “yes” to this message - this assignment from God - it’s going to be a win-win.  How do I know that?  Because that is how God works.  When God is up to something, and we say “yes”, it ends up being a win for the individual AND  a win for the world.

CONCLUSION

I want to close out this sermon tonight with some really good Christmas carol theology.

“... let every heart prepare him room” and contemplate the “wonders of his love.” (Joy to the World)

“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given!  So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.” (O Little Town of Bethlehem)

“To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior...” (Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming)

“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity.” (Hark! the Herald Angels Sing)

“O hush the noise and cease your strife and hear the angels sing.” (It Came Upon the Midnight Clear)

“... with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.” (Silent Night, Holy Night)

Redeeming grace and eternal love - these have always been, are, and will always be the work of God.

I wonder:  What will you consent to God doing in you and through you in 2017, so that others may know the good news that God is with us?


