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What Saints Are Up To

INTRODUCTION #1 - Tossing a ball...

(tossing a ball to someone)  Pretend that this ball is “faith”.  Who has helped you to catch faith in God... faith in Christ?  Name one person and tell us whether this person has died or is still living.

INTRODUCTION #2 - According to our Bible lessons for today...

According to our Bible lessons from today, what can we say about the saints of God?

· There is a great multitude of them, that no on can number (Revelation 7)
· They are from all tribes, peoples, and languages (Revelation 7)
· They are into worshiping God! (Revelation 7)
· They have come through “the great ordeal” (Revelation 7)
· Ultimately, they will be protected, sheltered, and healed by the Lamb who is their shepherd (Revelation 7)
· They fear - are in awe of - the Lord, and because of that they lack nothing (Psalm 34)
· They seek the Lord and trust in Him (Psalm 34)
· They are beloved children of God (1 John 3)
· They will be like God, when God is revealed (1 John 3)
· They are blessed, when: (Matthew 5)
· they are poor in Spirit
· they mourn
· they are meek
· they hunger and thirst for righteousness
· they are merciful
· they are pure in heart
· they are peacemakers
· they are persecuted for righteousness’ sake
· they are reviled and persecuted and slandered on Jesus’ account
WHAT SAINTS ARE FOCUSED ON

You and I can and do use the word “saint” in all kinds of ways, but in the Bible - and especially for Paul - the word “saint” meant someone who is faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Here is my understanding of what a saint is:  

Saints are ordinary people who love God and love others, and are faithful and loving, no matter what circumstances they are going through in their lives.

A saint is focused on following in the ways and teachings of Jesus.  Saints know that being faithful is not necessarily the same thing as being successful.  If you are obedient to the thing God is calling you to do, then you have been faithful - no matter what the results might be.

A saint is loving, because Jesus summarized the entire Jewish law by saying the greatest commandment was to love God with your heart, mind, and soul, and the second greatest was to love your neighbor as yourself.

Saints are servants and do things that build up life and help establish the kingdom of God.  Saints serve because our Lord gave us an example of service - simple as that.

Saints are people of joy and hope.  Their joy and hope are entirely based on who God is and because we recognize that in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead... all enemies have been defeated.

Saints understand that all transformation comes through God’s guidance and blessings, and tends to happen through either great love or great suffering (see Richard Rohr).

WHAT SAINTS ARE NOT FOCUSED ON

Here’s what saints are not focused on:

· Notoriety or fame
· Any kind of power that is power over others - power that dominates, abuses, takes advantage of, or is violent in any way
· Accumulating or amassing wealth - saints understand that wealth is a gift from God and a tool to be used for building the kingdom of God
· Complaining or being a victim
· Praying when the circumstances suit them (when life is really good or life is really challenging)
· Being right or winning at all costs
· Excluding others
GOOD NEWS

On this day, there has been a tradition of remembering those who have gone before us in the faith - our faith mentors, if you will.  We pause to think about and thank those who have helped us to “catch” the faith.  You are invited to name them in a few moments, when we share in the Prayers of the People.

This is also a day to celebrate what we in the Church call the “communion of saints.”  In the Catechism, this is defined as “... the whole family of God, the living and the dead, those whom we love and those whom we hurt, bound together in Christ by sacrament, prayer and praise.” (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 862)  

I would add to this one thing:  the communion of saints includes those are not yet living, who will come after us and will be faithful, loving servants of Christ.

When you and I come forward to partake of the body and blood of Christ during the eucharist, we are not only partaking of Christ, we are also in union with all faithful people - past, present, and future.  With our singing, our prayers, our acts of love and service, our praise, our listening for God’s word to us, our receiving of the sacrament... we are in communion with all the others who have done these things in faith, with all those who are doing those things in faith, and all those who will do those things in faith. 

Today, we pause to give thanks to God for all the blessings that come our way, in the very midst of our lives... when we recognize our desperate need for God... when we are mourning for others or for our own shortcomings... when we know, with humility, that our entire identity is founded in God... when we have a deep hunger for the right thing to be done - in our own lives and in society at large... when you have mercy on another person, offering forgiveness when the world is encouraging you to “get even”... when we strive for our actions to be in alignment with our values... when we work for peace in a world that is so in love with violence and destruction... when we take flak for what we believe and persevere in following Christ and praising God, no matter what challenges we face... today we pause to say, with Jesus, “Yes, Lord, in the midst of all that happens in our lives, we really are blessed, because God is with us through it all!”

CONCLUSION

Yes, it is appropriate to have one Sunday a year when we pause to ponder what it means to be a saint, and to give thanks for all the saints who have impacted our lives for good.

Thank you for your faithfulness to God - for loving the Lord, for loving and serving others, for being people of joy and hope, and for seeking the ongoing transformation and growth that come through living in Christ.

Who has helped you catch the faith?  And - in addition to that - how has God used YOU to spread the faith?  Who has caught the faith from you?  

Thank you for your faithfulness!


