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Beloved... and Empowered to Love, Serve, and Heal
INTRODUCTION - God’s Powerful Voice... and You

On this, the first Sunday in Epiphany, we always have a gospel about Jesus being baptized by John in the Jordan, and the voice from heaven proclaiming, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17)  We hear more about the powerful voice of God today in Psalm 29:

“The voice of the Lord is upon the waters...


The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice...

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor...


The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees...

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire...


the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness...

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe...”

and...

“The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.”

Let’s review for a moment.  This powerful voice of God has been saying... from the moment that you were born, and before you were baptized... “You are my Beloved child, with whom I am well blessed.”

This may be the most important message you and I can ever hear from God, and I am convinced that God - in a powerful voice! - is saying it to us all the time.  Jesus heard it at his baptism... Jesus heard it on the Mount of Transfiguration... Jesus kept hearing it all the way to the cross and his resurrection.

It is only because there are so many loud and distracting voices in our world that you and I have trouble hearing this one unique Voice.

And remember one other key thing:  Jesus heard this voice before he began his ministry, before he had done anything great.  You, too, were the Beloved of God before you did anything, and you will always be the Beloved of God.  Nothing will ever change that, because all that flows from God is love, since God is Love.

SITUATION - Baptized for a purpose

Second:  You were baptized and given the Spirit of God - to dwell inside of you - for a particular purpose.  That purpose?  To do what the Spirit of God always does:  

· to serve others... to love someone... to heal... to bring together... to reconcile individuals or entire peoples or nations who were formerly enemies... to establish justice... to forgive... to give new life... to bring peace - the shalom of God.
Yes, the Spirit always brings together where there was formerly division. (See, for example, Acts 10.)  The Spirit always heals where there was a wound.

And we were baptized and given the Spirit so that we, too, could participate in the healing ministry of God.

But remember:  Loving others and participating in this healing ministry doesn’t make God love you.  You are the Beloved of God - from the beginning of your life and always - before you do any of this.

The work and the healing that God calls us to do comes forth from our relationship with God.  As God’s Beloved, we bear fruit.  We love as God loves us.

COMPLICATION - Obstacles and fears

As we hear God’s voice calling us to go out into the world to spread love, things happen.  We encounter obstacles, one of the biggest of which is our own fear.  We encounter other people who seem to be bent on destruction, or who seem to be preoccupied with themselves and not with God’s plans for healing and reconciliation.  

But that doesn’t matter.  The powerful voice of God keeps shouting, “Go! Go!  Don’t worry about them!  There are people to love... people to prayer with and for... a planet to love and protect and cherish... people to forgive... justice to carry out.”

Sometimes the thing that gets in the way is that we don’t think we are qualified.  We are like John the Baptist when Jesus shows up at the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.  What?  Me?  Baptize you?  I am not qualified!  You should be baptizing me!  Jesus, according to Matthew, seems to acknowledge - on the one hand - that what John says is true.  But... and this is a big “but”... Jesus says, in effect:  “This is the way it’s supposed to go down.  You’re the one!  You’re the one who is going to baptize me today, right here... right now... in this little river.  This is your job.  This is what God is asking you to do.”

And so John did.  And just as Jesus came up from the water, the heavens went crazy, and the Sprit descended upon him like a dove, and the Powerful Voice spoke, and Jesus heard the most important message that any of us ever hear.

Yes, you will encounter obstacles, and sometimes - maybe even frequently -  you will discover that God believes in you more than you believe in yourself.

And that is exactly the right time to be faithful to the Divine call and go. Go out there, into the world.

Go out there and love someone.

Go out there and feed someone.

Go out there and visit someone who is hurting or grieving.

Go out there and listen to someone, in a way that they know you are not in a hurry.

Go out there and do something to save our planet.

Go out there and fix someone’s computer.

Go out there and invent something that will make the world a better place.

Go out there and welcome someone who is new to our country.  Offer that person a hug and maybe volunteer to teach him or her English.

Go out there and remind someone that they are the Beloved of God.  Perhaps you will save someone’s life by your simple of act of kindness.

Go out there and be God’s agent of healing.

Go out there and do whatever it is that you hear God calling you to do - for the good of the world.

And all the while, keep listening for that powerful voice of God, that is saying to you, “You are my Beloved child, with you I am well pleased!”

GOOD NEWS - God sees you, loves you, and believes in you

Yes, God sees you, loves you, and believes in you so much that He gives you things to do - always in the name of love.

God is always at work - to heal and to bring together, to bind up the broken-hearted and to reconcile those who have been divided.  And the way that God chooses to do that - 99% of the time - is through the likes of you and me.

NEW BEHAVIOR

If you encounter obstacles or difficulties in this liturgy of love, don’t be discouraged.  You  don’t have to save the world.  You are the Beloved of God already.  Just try to take one more step, and - as you take that step - ask for God’s help... ask for God’s strength... ask for God’s wisdom.

And let go of the final results.  Those aren’t really up to you anyway.  God brings about the final victory - one in which love wins.  Love always wins.

CONCLUSION

This is a day to remember your baptism... remember your belovedness... remember that you have been empowered by the Spirit.  

Let’s celebrate all of that as we go out into the world, doing small things with great love.


